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The founders of Newton Community Development Foundation

Newton Community Development Foundation 
(NCDF) was founded in 1968 in Newton, 
Massachusetts, through the combined efforts of 24 
priests, ministers and rabbis from the Newton Clergy 
Association and members of Church Women United. 
The Reverend Thomas H. Lehman, rector at Grace Episcopal 
Church, became the first president of NCDF. Later that year, 
the leadership of the Foundation was transferred from the clergy 
to a lay board of distinguished Newton citizens. NCDF was in-

corporated on June 19, 1968 two weeks after Robert F. Kennedy 
was killed and in the midst of the anger, disillusionment and 
violent turmoil following the assassination of Martin Luther 
King Jr. in April of that same year. 

These were tumultuous times! The Civil Rights 
Movement was at its height and Newton citizens were focused 
on efforts to eliminate discrimination. On the housing front, 
there was a desperate need for affordable housing, the building 
of single-family homes had virtually ceased, and most of the 
apartments being built were small and expensive. NCDF orga-
nized in response to this crisis—concerned citizens who believed 
that Newton ought to play an active role in finding solutions 
to the community’s critical need for reasonably priced housing. 
NCDF’s goal was to create a range of housing opportunities in 
Newton that insured homes for low and moderate-income fami-
lies so that children could grow up with the richness of diversity 
and community.

In June of 1969 Robert C. Casselman became the orga-
nization’s President and Chairman of the Board of Directors, 

Marc A. Slotnick its first Executive Director and Alan 
Schlesinger Deputy Executive Director. They opened 
offices at 93 Union Street in Newton Centre in space 
made available by the Newton-Waltham Bank and 
Trust Company, courtesy of David Zussman. Over 

the next year, NCDF carefully weighed a myriad of factors and 
established elaborate procedures—with much leadership and 
guidance from Norman B. Leventhal (Beacon Construction) 
and Samuel Mintz (Mintz Associates Architects)—to assure that 
the design and construction of the units would be appropriate 
to each site and of a quality and standard acceptable to the city 
as a whole. Along with their advisors, the NCDF Board came 
up with an ambitious plan to build 508 units of housing on ten 
sites scattered throughout the City of Newton.

The scattered site concept, meant to avoid a concen-
tration of housing developments, provoked strong citywide 
opposition. Newton residents in all sections of the city resented 
the intrusion of multi-family housing units, feared the influx of 
inner-city residents, were concerned about overcrowded schools 
and increased traffic, opposed zoning changes, and seemed to 
fear that subsidized housing meant cement high-rise projects. 
The initial proposal was turned down and the struggle for city 
and community approval continued.

NCDF’S unique concept of small, scattered-site, 
mixed-income communities gained national attention. Then 
Secretary of Housing and 
Urban Development George 
Romney wrote a letter to 
Newton Mayor Monte 
Basbas in 1970 expressing his 
“wholehearted support” for 
NCDF’s proposal to build 
over 500 units of low and 
moderate income housing 
on 10 sites in Newton. As 
reported in a May 29, 1970 
News Tribune article, Romney 
said that NCDF “is spon-
sored by a dedicated profes-
sional group concerned with 
planning, design, density and 
community involvement.” 

SAVE THIS DATE 
TO CELEBRATE!

NCDF’s 50th 
Anniversary

TUESDAY

NOVEMBER 13, 2018

If you do not receive an 
invitation and are interested 

in attending the event, 
please visit our website: 

www.ncdfinc.org or call the 
main office at 

617-244-4035 ext. 26



NCDF
Newton Community Development 
Foundation, Inc. was founded 
in 1968 by priests, ministers 
and rabbis from the Newton 
Clergy Association and Church 
Wo men United Organization 
to meet the community’s need 
for affordable housing. NCDF 
works vigorously to provide 
reasonably priced housing in 
Newton, currently owning and 
managing six properties that 
house hundreds of low and 
moderate-income residents, 
many of whom are elderly. 
NCDF also manages several 
other properties owned by other 
organizations. Although NCDF 
receives local, state and federal 
funding, it relies a great deal on 
con tributions from individuals, 
foundations, corporations and 
local businesses.
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Remembering Lou Garfield
On a bench at Warren House there is a plaque that 
reads: “In memory of Louis N. Garfield, tireless 
worker for affordable housing. Member of Newton 
Community Development Foundation 1980–1995.” 
The weather-worn plaque has recently been replaced, 
courtesy of Alan Schlesinger, a past NCDF Executive 
Director and longtime Garfield family friend. Helping 
him affix the new plaque was Lou’s grandson Cliff 
Garfield, a sophomore at Boston University, who 
grew up in Thailand where Lou’s son Gene has lived 
for many years. Although his grandfather died before 
he was born, Cliff has heard many stories about him. 
“Alan reached out to me when I arrived in Boston last 
year and told me about this whole world of com-
munity service that my grandfather pursued when he 
was alive. It was absolutely surreal to witness all of the 
great projects that my grandfather created that helped 
people in the past and in the present day.”

Gene Garfield wrote from Thailand: “My father 
was selflessly devoted to community service his entire 
adult life. Even though he worked long hours as a property developer, he always found time to use 
his business expertise to advance low-income projects for the less fortunate. He was also involved 
in numerous charitable and social groups.”

As a long-time member of the NCDF Board of Directors, Lou Garfield became a found-
ing Board member of CAN-DO (Citizens for Affordable Housing in Newton Development 
Organization Inc.), when NCDF sponsored its formation in 1994. At the 1996 dedication 
ceremony of CAN-DO’s Louis Garfield House, which provides temporary shelter for women 
and children who are survivors of domestic violence, past NCDF Executive Director Sue Johnson 
described Lou as energetic, enthusiastic and community minded, and a driving force in getting 
important projects done. “I could think of no more worthy tribute to a man who really believed in 
affordable housing for families and acted on that belief.”

Cliff Garfield at Warren House on the bench 
dedicated to his grandfather.

Food To Your Table, founded by 
longtime Newton residents Joan 
Balaban and Amy Silberstein, 
gathers surplus food during the 
spring and summer from the 
Newton Farmer’s Market and 
Newton Community Farm and 
delivers it to various locations, 
including Casselman House, Weeks 
House and Houghton Village. 
Many residents take advantage of 
the complimentary fresh produce, 
but on the evening of August 14th, 
they were also treated to a visit by 
Newton Mayor Ruthanne Fuller 
and members of her staff, who 
volunteered with the Food To Your 
Table program. The Mayor is seen 
in the photo at right offering a 
melon to an NCDF resident. She 
says: “Food To Your Table is looking 
for volunteers to help deliver food 
and I promise it’s a great experience 
to join them and lend a hand!”
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He went on to say: “I firmly believe that housing of this type 
will benefit the entire community. It will enable the residents of 
the new housing and the old to live, work, and go to school with 
other families of different economic and social backgrounds… 
It provides an excellent opportunity for dispersal of different 
income-level families within the community at large without 
concentration on a single site.”

NCDF ultimately formed a small committee to negotiate 
separately with the Newton Board of Aldermen, and reduced the 
number of proposed sites to seven. After this revised proposal 
was unfortunately defeated at the last minute by only one vote, 
Newsweek ran an article titled “Liberalism in the Suburbs” that 
described the negative response to the NCDF proposal. In the 
article, one pro-housing Newton resident is quoted as saying: 
“liberalism stops at your own driveway.”

Meanwhile, the NCDF offices provided a central location 
where citizens could call to get housing assistance, and the staff 
and volunteers went out into the community to inform Newton 
residents of the need for low 
and moderate-income housing 
and NCDF’s approach to meet 
that need. NCDF developed a 
housing reference library and 
maintained close contacts with 
governmental officials at the mu-
nicipal, state and federal levels.

Bob Casselman is cred-
ited with guiding Newton 
Community Development 
Foundation past many of the 
planning and development hurdles to the construction of its first 
housing complex—five years of difficult debates in which legal 
and financial issues became entangled with political and commu-
nity influences. Casselman turned the reins over to the Reverend 
Gilbert Avery, who became NCDF president in 1973, and Alan 
Schlesinger took over as Executive Director in 1975.

On February 4, 1974 NCDF finally received the approval 
of the Board of Aldermen, and The Hamlet (later renamed 
Houghton Village) became the first privately held mixed-income 
housing to be approved by the City of Newton, with financing 
from MassHousing. This family-oriented, townhouse-style de-
velopment, offering 50 units at low-, moderate- and market-rate 
rents, was ready for occupancy in 1977. Board members visited 
every household at the time, seeking to assure satisfaction on the 
part of each resident.

Founding NCDF board member Eloise K. Houghton, 
who in 1968 was president of Church Women United, became 
NCDF President in 1977 as the lease-up was in process at The 
Hamlet. She also oversaw the development of Casselman and 
Weeks Houses, and continued to serve on the NCDF board 
for more than 30 years. In 2008 The Hamlet was renamed 
Houghton Village in tribute to Eloise Houghton, who had 
passed away earlier that year. When Alan Schlesinger established 
his law practice in 1978, Michael Rosenberg became NCDF’s 
third Executive Director. Schlesinger continues his affiliation to 
the present day as legal counsel for NCDF.

Financed in 1980 through HUD’s Section 202 Direct 
Loan Program, and constructed in the heart of Newton Centre 
in 1981, Casselman House opened with 43 apartments for low-
income seniors and persons with disabilities. At the dedication 
on May 11, 1982, Marc Slotnick praised the man for whom the 
property was named: “Bob Casselman was a pioneer. He has the 
vision to see solutions and the drive to pursue them. His leader-
ship carried the foundation for more than a decade through its 
most difficult years.” 

Designed by Henry and Richmond and completed in 
1931, Weeks Junior High has architectural significance in 
Newton as one of the finest examples of a Tudor Revival style 

school and a keystone of the surround-
ing neighborhood—an early example 
of suburban community planning and 
development. When the school closed its 
doors in 1983, and in spite of consider-
able neighborhood opposition, the City of 
Newton permitted NCDF to undertake a 
major renovation to convert the building 
into mixed-income apartments, retaining 
important historic and architectural fea-
tures. Eloise Houghton was instrumental 
in securing the former junior high school 

and overseeing the renovation, and the project was financed 
through MassHousing in combination with limited partner’s eq-
uity through the use of the certified Historic Rehabilitation Tax 
Credit. In December 1984, The John W. Weeks House opened 
with 67 mixed-income apartments for seniors and persons with 

Ground-breaking for The Hamlet in 1976
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disabilities, as well as 8 three-bedroom apartments for low-
income families. That same year the building was added to the 
National Register of Historic Places.

Mark Maloney became president of the NCDF board 
in 1985, followed by Paul Doherty in 1987, who served until 
1992. During those years, the position of Executive Director 
was held by Rick Bohn (1981–1986), Sue Johnson (1986–1995) 
and Therese Kelly (1995–1997). In the meantime, recogniz-
ing a critical need for full-time, on-site property management, 
the NCDF Board created a new position and hired Jeanne 
Strickland as live-in Property Manager at Weeks House, and in 
September 1986 she moved in with her husband Jack. While 
Warren House was under construction, Jeanne became the 
Property Manager there and oversaw the lease-up.

Built in 1926, the Levi F. Warren Junior High School in 
West Newton was originally designed by Addison Le Boutillier, 
reflecting the classic traditions of the architect’s Beaux Arts influ-
ence. The former school’s architectural and cultural significance 
earned it inclusion on the National Register of Historic Places. 
NCDF and Keen Development rehabbed the building in 1992, 
converting it into 59 mixed-income apartments, 21 of which are 
categorized as affordable units. The Warren House project was 
financed through MassHousing in combination with limited 
partner’s equity through the use of Low Income Housing Tax 
Credits. Funding was also received from the City of Newton’s 
Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) program and 
DHCD’s Community Development Action Grant (CDAG).

In June 1992 Robert Engler was appointed president 
of the NCDF Board of Directors, and continues to serve in 
that position. During graduate school at MIT he worked on 
the first state-wide housing needs study for the Massachusetts 
Department of Housing and Community Development, and 
has been involved in addressing afford-
able housing needs in Massachusetts since 
that time, working for both the public 
and private sectors. Under Bob’s long and 
distinguished leadership, NCDF devel-
oped Boylston Street and The Homes at 
Auburndale Yard.

On October 3, 1993 the Newton 
Community Development Foundation 
celebrated its 25th anniversary, with over 
200 friends gathering at Boston College, 
including many of the early leaders of 
NCDF. Speakers included Congressman 
Barney Frank, past NCDF president Eloise 
Houghton and Newton Mayor Theodore 
Mann. The theme for the evening was 
“The Twenty-Five Year Journey.” 

In 1993 NCDF began its long-term association with the 
Elliot House transitional employment program, which helps 
adults with a history of emotional or psychiatric difficulties to 
establish and maintain their independence in the community. 
In September of that same year, using limited CDBG funds, 
NCDF contracted with social worker Ruth Apfelbaum to coun-
sel seniors and families at NCDF properties, particularly those 
whose tenancies were at risk.

Renovated in 1996 into a four-unit home, financed by 
The Village Bank, Brookline Bank and a Facilities Consolidation 
Fund loan from the Community Economic Development 
Assistance Corporation (CEDAC), Boylston Street in Newton 
Highlands became an NCDF residence for adults with behavior-
al and social challenges living independently while receiving sup-
portive services and education/employment opportunities from 

Elliot House. Done in partnership with 
Riverside Community Care, the project 
represents effective collaboration with 
other nonprofit organizations to make 
much needed housing available to special 
groups for whom affordable housing was 
particularly scarce. The Newton Housing 
Authority provides Section 8 rental subsi-
dies for the residents of Boylston Street.

NCDF established the Eloise K. 
Houghton Award in 1996 to recognize 
residents for their volunteer service 
to others in the NCDF community. 
Becoming the 6th Executive Director 
of NCDF in 1997, Jeanne Strickland 
continues this annual acknowledgment 

(continued on page 5)
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during the Salute to Service Community Event each summer. 
Realizing that, in order to insure successful tenancies, there was a 
critical need for specific services, she and Ruth Apfelbaum joined 
forces to raise funds to establish a more comprehensive program, 
and Ruth became Director of Resident Services, working in that 
capacity until she passed away in 2014.

NCDF has been able to expand and modify its Resident 
Services program over the years, adding services and activities as 
needs emerge. Striving to insure positive, long-lasting, high qual-
ity tenancies for all residents, and thanks to increased funding 
on the part of CDBG and the ongoing support of several other 
funders—Rebecca Pomroy Foundation, Foundation for Racial, 
Ethnic, and Religious Harmony and the Lawrence J. and Anne 
Rubenstein Foundation, as well as private donations from indi-
viduals and businesses—NCDF Resident Services now delivers a 
multifaceted range of programs and supportive services, enhanc-
ing quality of life for the entire community.

The Homes at Auburndale Yard were developed in 1998 
under the Comprehensive Permit statute (Chapter 40B) on a 
small parcel of land purchased at a nominal cost from the City of 
Newton, which granted HOME funds to develop the property. 
The Village Bank provided construction financing. This mixed-
income community consists of six single-family homes and two 
duplexes. NCDF sold three of the homes to income-eligible first-
time homebuyers and four at market-rate prices, retaining three 
to rent to low-income families through Section 8 rental subsidies 
provided by the Newton Housing Authority, which also contrib-
uted development funds. 

Over the past 15 years, NCDF has been addressing pres-
ervation, renovation, upgrade and accessibility requirements for 
its properties, while also working to preserve affordability. The 
Hamlet (Houghton Village) underwent substantial renovation 
in 2003. NCDF refinanced Casselman House at a significantly 
lower interest rate through MassHousing in 2003, which enabled 
capital improvements in 2004. HOME funds assisted with a 
major renovation of Weeks House in 2007 to preserve the build-
ing’s exterior.

In 2009 NCDF received Community Preservation Act 
(CPA) funds from the City of Newton for a major rehabilitation 
of the Warren House roof and façade, completed in 2010. The 
Newton Historical Commission’s support for Phase I of this proj-
ect, a prerequisite for applying for state financing funding, later 
allowed NCDF to receive $300,000 in rehabilitation tax credit 
equity funds from the Massachusetts Historical Commission. In 
accordance with Section 42 of the Internal Revenue Code, a per-
centage of units are maintained as affordable for income-eligible 
households. NCDF completed Phase II of the Warren House 
preservation and rehabilitation project in 2015.

NCDF is unique in the fact that it continues its commit-
ment to affordable housing instead of converting to market rate 

when regulations permitted. In 2011 NCDF extended its federal 
Housing Assistance Payment (HAP) contract for the longest 
term possible, with rental subsidies provided through HUD’s 
Project-Based Section 8 program for Casselman House, and in 
2015 did the same for Weeks House. In 2017, NCDF refinanced 
Houghton Village through MassHousing, enabling major reno-
vations while extending affordability by resolving the expiring 
Section 13A rental subsidies. Twenty of these units are subsidized 
by the Department of Housing and Community Development’s 
Massachusetts Rental Voucher Program, and ten units converted 
to Workforce Housing—affordable for working families whose 
incomes are too high for subsidized housing but are priced out of 
market rents. This year interior upgrades are being carried out at 
Casselman House, and MassHousing has provided financing for 
the renovation of the historic Weeks House, allowing NCDF to 
undertake extensive exterior repairs, including roof and masonry 
repairs, and windows and exterior door replacement.

Our work is never done! Fifty years later, affordable hous-
ing remains a pressing need, and NCDF continues to meet 
the challenge. On November 13, 2018, past and present board 
members, executive directors, staff, residents, friends, support-
ers and civic leaders will gather at the Boston Marriott Newton 
hotel to celebrate 50 years of service to the Newton community. 
We are honored to have Clark Ziegler, Executive Director of 
Massachusetts Housing Partnership, as keynote speaker. Mr. 
Ziegler, who has been with MHP since 1985, took the helm in 
1990, when Massachusetts became the first state to require com-
panies acquiring local banks to lend money to the organization 
for affordable rental housing.

Please watch for the winter 2019 edition of the NCDF 
News, which will feature the 50th celebration and elaborate 
further on the distinguished history of NCDF. The journey 
continues…
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Eliot and Gay Jacobson Community Room Dedication
On July 17th, NCDF held a reception for the beautiful new Community Room at The 
John W. Weeks House, dedicated in honor of Eliot and Gay Jacobson. NCDF board 
members, staff and residents were honored to have two of Eliot and Gay’s children present 
at the evening event. Their son Peter Jacobson came from Essex Junction, VT, and daughter 
Rachel Kramer and her husband Robert from Concord, MA, along with their son Daniel 
and daughter Talya. Eliot and Gay’s daughter Susan Lewis, who lives with her husband 
David in London, England, was unable to attend. Generous gifts from the three Jacobson 
children made this incredible transformation possible.

Eliot S. Jacobson (1929–2014) spent nearly 40 years as an active member of the 
NCDF Board and Advisory Committee. His wife of 49 years Gay (Swankin) Jacobson 
passed away in 2009. After earning a degree from Northeastern University, Eliot joined his 
father in the family real estate business. He eventually established two firms of his own in 
Boston’s South End where he was closely involved in the regeneration of that neighborhood. 
Board member Marc Slotnick and NCDF attorney Alan Schlesinger—the first and sec-
ond NCDF Executive Directors—met Eliot in the early 1970s and introduced him to the 
NCDF community a few years later.

Speaking at the Jacobson Community Room 
dedication, Alan mentioned meeting Eliot “when 
he was quietly providing apartments for low-income 
elderly people in Brighton through the Boston Housing 
Authority leased housing program.” He closed his 
remarks saying: “Eliot and Gay Jacobson were the kind 
of people who could make you want to live in Newton, 
and they lit up the community by their grace and pres-
ence. I am pleased that their children are carrying on 
their legacy with the naming of this community room.”

Architectural plans for the community room 
renovation were drawn up by Michelle Tuck of Tuck + 
Tuck Architects, and Sugrue & Associates performed 
the work. A beautiful entryway welcomes visitors into 
this comfortable communal space. The kitchen area has 
been vastly remodeled, soundproofing and insulation 
improved, and power and data upgraded for a computer desk and wide-screen TV. Lighting fixtures were replaced, and new fix-
tures added to key areas. Two new HVAC units keep the room at a comfortable temperature. The project also included converting a 
second-floor laundry room into an ADA-compliant restroom—a much-needed convenience—as well as expanding the laundry room 
on the first floor, where new flooring, venting, and new washers and dryers were installed.

The community room has been a primary location for Resident 
Services programs, as well as resident-run activities. Residents are very 
pleased with the new chared space, feeling so comfortable in the enhanced 
surroundings that regular attendance at programs has increased. They 
are proud to share this setting with visiting family and friends. A unique 
feature, and particularly popular when the room first re-opened in March, 
is an electric fireplace insert in the television/media console, which is safe 
and easy to use and adds warmth and ambience to the room. Netflix ac-
cess, which many do not have in their apartments, is now available, and a 
new computer has generated increased interest.

 The NCDF staff, board and Weeks House residents are extremely 
grateful to the Jacobson family for their kind and meaningful support for 
NCDF and for the creation of this beautiful new space, fittingly named 
the Eliot and Gay Jacobson Community Room.

From right to left: Jeanne Strickland, Peter Jacobson, his sister Dr. Rachel Kramer and her family.
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Youth programming resumed in 
the newly renovated Community 
Center on April 2nd. Everyone 
is thrilled with how the upgrades 
have opened up and brightened 
this communal gathering place, adding approximately 250 
square feet. “Every detail was taken into consideration,” said 
Houghton Village Property Manager Cory Wegielewski, adding: 
“This refreshed and expanded space has motivated residents to 
spend more time here, enhancing the closeness of the community.”

The carpeting has been replaced with durable ceramic tile 
flooring that has the look of wood planks. A modular couch, 
which can be set up in different configurations, and nice artwork 
and wall hangings give the lounge area a bright new look. More 
adaptable tables and comfortable chairs can be arranged for a 
variety of purposes and events, and restroom upgrades have im-
proved accessibility. A new patio offers a beautifully landscaped 
space for outdoor programs and gatherings, with round umbrella 
tables. When the Youth Program is not in session, Houghton 
Village residents enjoy this communal space, and residents of all 
NCDF properties may 
rent (at a nominal fee) 
the Community Center 
for personal gatherings.

NCDF’s young 
residents were very ex-
cited to get back into the 
space, and are often wait-
ing at the door for Youth 
Program Coordinator 
India Arnold to arrive. 
Among the enthusiastic 
responses: “The Youth 
Program is a place that 
I like to spend my time because I am surrounded by my friends 
and people that love me. The new upgrades are awesome. We are 
all so happy we can spend time in the new space.” (Shaked, age 9) 

“I like the activities we have at the Youth Program. My favorite 
activity is cooking club because we get to make foods we usu-
ally don’t make at home and we sit down and eat all together.” 
(Ethan, age 11) All children living within NCDF communities 
are encouraged to take advantage of youth programming.

Youth Program upgrades include: a 55-inch smart TV 
with Netflix access; new Nintendo Switch; Just Dance, Mario 
Cart and other video games; two refurbished iMacs and a new 
Dell computer. Two new closets provide a secure location to lock 
up computers when not in use, and to store tables, chairs, crafts, 
games and snacks. The 
kids rotate chores each 
week to keep the space 
spic and span. India is 
keeping a running wish 
list of additional supplies 
that are still needed. 
The new, well equipped 
kitchen area has inspired 
one resident to suggest 
that she pick up a variety 
of produce at Food To 
Your Table and show 
young residents how to 
cook vegetables. Another 
resident has committed 
to preparing a weekly 
meal for the children based on recipes from her Jamaican back-
ground. In an effort to be eco-friendly, stainless steel cutlery and 
real dishes have replaced paper and plasticware.

The entire community was invited to enjoy family friendly 
activities and refreshments at an Open House on September 4, 
2018. NCDF Executive Director Jeanne Strickland commented: 
“The new space is absolutely phenomenal. We’re extremely 
grateful to Sugrue & Associates for contributing the materials 
and labor to outfit a beautiful 
new kitchen, and to all those 
whose generous donations 
made these impressive up-
grades possible, including The 
Village Bank, the Rotary Club 
of Newton and many individ-
ual donors. And our thanks to 
board member Winnie Ebb, 
who helped the staff raise over 
$10,000 to purchase the new 
technology and other amaz-
ing resources for the Youth 
Program, which was in session 
every weekday this summer!”

NCDF Community Center at Houghton Village Re-opens
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NCDF Community Salutes Its Volunteers
The 23rd Annual Salute to Service Community Event took place on June 14th at Casselman House. Over 100 residents from all of 
the NCDF properties, along with members of the NCDF board, staff and advisory committee, enjoyed dinner and a raffle outdoors 
under tents. Music by The Beautiful Future Band inspired a spontaneous line dance, and both kids and adults enjoyed Urban Circus’ 
face painting and balloon sculptures. The Eloise K. Houghton Awards were presented to 38 residents and 8 community members 
were also recognized for their volunteer efforts on behalf of NCDF.
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Youth Program Welcomes 
Pomroy Foundation

Youth Program participants and NCDF staff wel-
comed two members of the Rebecca Pomroy 
Foundation’s Board of Directors. Victor Lee and 
Michelle Morris (standing, second and fifth from 
left) paid a visit to the newly updated Houghton 
Village community center on Friday afternoon, 
May 11th, to conduct an interview and to observe 
the Youth Program up close and in action. The 
NCDF staff, young residents and their parents are 
very grateful to Pomroy Foundation for its recent 
$10,000 grant for the Youth Program, and for its 
ongoing interest and continued support.

Boylston Street
Jack Daley

Casselman House
Yiqin Guo
Lazar Ioffe
Georgy Ivkov
Bella Ivkova
Sandy Kelly
Liliya Mantsur
Barbara Sweatt
Zaohao Yang

Houghton Village
Sephora Beauvoir
Chelize Foster
Elizabeth Govani
Mary Govani
Neelam Haroon
Donnette McDonald
Shaked Perez
Uma Vagenshtein
Yarden Fanta-

Vagenshtein
Lucy Vaval

Warren House
Francesca Levin
Mary Powell
Nadine Thomas
Jane Tracton
Wayne Tracton

The John W. 
Weeks House
Derrick Barnes
Marie Clory
Hal Cohen
Vlad Ginzburg
Donna Gosselin*
Debra Lewis
Carol Miller
John Murray & 

Watson
Harriet Olds
Rozalia Pansovoy
Cathy Riley
Cyra Sanborn
Lynn Wetreich

*Sadly, Donna passed away 
in August 2018.

ANNUAL SALUTE TO SERVICE 
ELOISE K. HOUGHTON AWARD RECIPIENTS

Joan Balaban & 
Amy Silberstein, 
Food To  
Your Table

Maura Copeland

Lisa Fisher
Victor Jovic
Bridget Kelly
Ann Regan
Tom Regan

COMMUNITY VOLUNTEERS
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What’s Going Up at Casselman?
Why, the new elevator, of course! 
Although well maintained 
over the years, the elevator at 
Casselman House was original 
to the property’s development in 
1981, and needed to be replaced 
with state-of-the-art technology. 
NCDF administrative, property 
and Resident Services staff began 
meeting with residents a year in 
advance to prepare them for this 
major undertaking. For several 
weeks, a portion of the lobby was 
closed off and the upper floors 
were only accessible by way of 
two stairwells. Delta Beckwith 
Elevator Company began the project on October 10th and the 
work passed state inspection as of November 17th. Newton Fire 
Department EMTs were on stand-by to assist in any way, such 
as getting residents to necessary medical appointments. Cataldo 
ambulance was also on call.

According to Casselman House Property Manager 
Dina Troiani: “The project prompted a total team effort on 
the part of the staff… I was so proud of the team—no mat-
ter your position, we all join together to help the residents.” 
Dina, Superintendent Eddie Wegielewski, Resident Services 
Coordinator Marissa Wheeler, Activities Coordinator India 
Arnold and Live-in Property Caretakers Joe and Bianca 
MacConnell all pitched in to take turns delivering mail, provid-
ing meals and offering their full assistance to the residents. On 
every floor, complimentary coffee and donuts were available 
twice a week, lunch was served twice a week, and once a week, 
dinner was provided. 

Staff intensified well-checks, including stairwells, where 
a chair was placed on each landing so tenants (and staff ) could 
rest between floors. Management contracted with a local 
laundry company and provided residents with laundry bags for 
weekly pick up just outside their doors; two days later items 
were returned clean and folded, all courtesy of Casselman 
House. Resident Services increased on-site programming, 
relocating programs to top floors and alternating locations for 
equal access. Daily activities such as conversation groups were 
organized on each floor to offset the inconvenience of residents 
being homebound or having to use the stairs, and to encourage 
everyone to spend time out of their apartments.

Some stalwart residents, guided by Fitness and Wellness 
Coordinator Muire Flynn, practiced stair climbing, stretching 
and balance techniques well in advance of the elevator shut-
down to build stamina. Many people, unable to use the stairs at 
all, had to remain close to home. Barbara Sweatt, who lives on 

Casselman’s fifth floor, typically goes out up to six times 
a day. Since Barbara uses a wheelchair, she was not able 
to take the stairs. Undaunted, she looked on the positive 
side, considering it a “staycation,” gathering a number of 
books to read and finding other things to do at home.

Sandy Kelly voiced residents’ appreciation for 
staff efforts during the project just before Thanksgiving: 
“I’m sure I speak for many as I have no idea what else 
you could have done to accommodate the residents of 
Casselman House over the past five weeks. It is not even 
enough to say that you went above and beyond in your ef-
fort to make this elevator modernization more tolerable.”

The elevator upgrade is the first of many improve-
ments scheduled for Casselman House. Simultaneous 
with the elevator refurbishment, a new open, light and 
bright mailroom was constructed and a modern new 

laundry room renovated where residents now use pre-loaded 
cards for the machines. Starting in September, the community 
room will undergo a facelift, followed by total renovation of all 
common areas.

Recent NCDF Highlights
•	 The	Newton-Needham	Chamber	of	Commerce	recognized	

Newton Community Development Foundation for its 30-
year membership in the organization at the Chamber’s Annual 
Members Celebration on June 28th at the Boston Marriott 
Newton hotel.

•	 The	Newton TAB featured Casselman House resident Barbara 
Sweatt in a July 25, 2018 article recognizing her as the “Jimmy 
Fund Drives’ Most Dedicated Volunteer,” an honor bestowed 
on her at the 69th annual Jimmy Fund Theatre Collections fun-
draising campaign. Using a wheelchair due to a bout of polio 
at age three does not keep Barbara from helping ten different 
organizations, starting her volunteer career with the Walk for 
Hunger in the early 1990s. She currently works on behalf of the 
March of Dimes, Alzheimer’s Association, Dana-Farber Cancer 
Institute, Juvenile Diabetes and Diabetes Walks, Arthritis 
Foundation, AIDS Walk and Breast Cancer Walk, not to men-
tion the many years she has been a recipient of the Eloise K. 
Houghton Award for her volunteer work at NCDF. She and her 
husband Neil initially lived at Weeks House and then moved to 
Casselman House, where they served as Property Caretakers for 
a couple of years.

•	 NCDF	now	has	a	van!	The	Ford	Transit	seats	9–11	passengers	
and is wheelchair accessible. Joe MacConnell, Casselman House 
Live-In Property Caretaker, serves as part-time Transportation 
Coordinator. Residents of Casselman House and Weeks House 
sign up on a first-come, first-served basis, enjoying twice weekly 
runs to grocery and retail stores. Resident Services is planning 
field trips in the fall, with the first one to Woodman’s of Essex.

•	 Weeks	House	received	Honorable Mention	in	the	Retirement	
Living residence category of the 2018 TAB Readers Choice Awards.



Annual Fund Donors (Fall 2017 – Summer 2018)

FOUNDATIONS/GOVERNMENT

Newton CDBG
Rebecca Pomroy Foundation
Lawrence J. and Anne 

Rubenstein Charitable 
Foundation

Emanuel & Anna Weinstein 
Foundation

BENEFACTOR ($1,000+)

Dottie & Bob Engler
Melissa Brokalakis & Wayne 

Johnson, in honor of Phyllis 
Chait 

Judy & Bob Weber

PATRON ($500–999)

A. Minasidas Painting
Laurie Gould &  

Stephen Ansolabehere
Mickey Cail
Karen & Tim Dacey
Neely Dodge
Kathy & David Ennis
Irene Greif & Albert Meyer
Jeanne & Jack Strickland
Laurie Swett

SPONSOR ($250–499)

Larry Apfelbaum, in memory of 
Ruth Apfelbaum

ARS Services
Automatic Laundry
Jane Brown
Drywall Plus Inc.
Winnie & David Ebb, in honor 

of Weeks House & NCDF staff
Nancy Ebb & Gary Ford, in 

honor of Winnie Ebb
Joann Grigoli
Jessica Greenfield & Paul 

Hummel
Sue Johnson
Ann & Robert Larner
Lisa Menelly
Stacey Ellender & Frank Neal 
Patriot Alarm System, Inc.
Dorothy & John Reichard
Anonymous
Susan & Alan Schlesinger
Nancy Sheehan, in memory of 

Richard McBrine
Elizabeth & Robert Smith
Laura Lubetsky & Carl 

Sussman
Anne & Bruce Tribush
West Suburban YMCA

SUSTAINING ($100–249)

Gretchen Ablondi, in memory 
of Gretchen Ablondi

Avary Corporation Inc.
Sandra Rose & Robert Bearak
James Bergquist
Rosalind & Walter Bernheimer
Tamara & John Bliss
Cabot’s Ice Cream & 

Restaurant
Phyllis Chait, in memory of 

Natasha Zelvinskaya; in honor 
of Melissa Brokalakis & Wayne 
Johnson

Robert Cohen

Audrey Cooper
Mario DiCarlo
Gail & Paul Doherty
Mary-Ellen Efferen
Shawn Elliot
Ellen Feingold
First General Realty Corp.
Franchi Management Co., Inc.
Gaye & Bob Freed
Ruthanne & Joseph Fuller
Rebecca Gelman
Marion & Arthur Glasgow
Frances Grossman
Steven Guberman, in memory 

of Sara & Susan Greenblatt
Louise Hauser
Philip Herr
Priscilla Ho
Judith Hoogendyk, in honor of 

Weeks House staff
Esther Schlorholtz & Joseph 

Hunter
Judy Jacobson
Louise Kittredge
LDS Consulting Group
Roberta & Alan Leviton
June Lion
Elizabeth & Bart Lloyd
Myrna & Michael Malec
McHale & Company, Inc.
Joyce Green Moss & Guy Moss
Beth Neiman
NCDF Youth Center Children
Andrew Newman
Christopher Norris
Judith Obermayer
Vincent O’Donnell
Karen O’Malley, in honor of 

Winnie Ebb
Leslie Griffiths-Paul & Steven 

Paul
Marion & David Pollock
Patricia & William Rand
Ted Ritchie
Brenda & Peter John Roberts
Jeffrey Sacks
Cyra Sanborn, in honor of 

completion of Weeks House 
Community Room

Brigitte Schacher
Rebecca Scheier
Mary Lou Seitz
Carol Ann Shea
Honey & Sidney Sherter
David Sho1emson
Caren Silverlieb
Marsha & Marc Slotnick
John Springfield
Lisa Stern
Lucia & John Stewart
The Sullivan Company, Inc.
Brenda Tribush, in honor of 

Anne & Bruce Tribush
Elizabeth Wilkinson
Margaret Leipsitz & Matthew 

Yannolinsky
Dixie Carlisle & Linda Yenkin
Edward Zucker

SUPPORTER ($50–$99)

Marjorie & Buzz Birnbaum
Bizier Electric
Nancy Brown

Barbara Burns, in honor of 
Weeks House staff

Calnan’s Energy Systems, Inc.
Robert Carleo
Richard Coady, in memory of 

Maureen Vecere
The Corporate Benefits Group, 

LLC
Leslie Meyer & George Dean 
Mary Ann Hill & Patrick Dober
Bruce Edey
Sonia & Jose Fuentes
Mary & Jim Gentile, in honor of 

Marie Gentile
Elizabeth Gerlach
Corinne & Martin Hirsch
Ellie Holbrook
Bernard Levy
Brooke & Paul Lipsitt
Biana & Joe MacConnell
Gevelyn McCaskill 
Newton Wellesley Weston 

Committee for Community 
Living, in memory of 
Jacqueline McLaughlin

Anonymous
Maureen & Richard Penta, in 

memory of Pat & Lena Penta
Joyce & Ernest Picard, in 

memory of Eloise Houghton
Barbara & Harvey Pofcher
Carol Roberts
Virginia & William Robinson
S. Harris Interiors
Myrna Saltman, in honor of Liya 

Alekseyev
Amy Schneider & Edward 

Sciore
Victoria Protas & Alexander 

Shilmover
Judith Spar, in honor of Weeks 

House staff
Kimberly & Andrew Starr, in 

memory of Ruth Apfelbaum
BC Stewart & Associates
Jeanne Stolbach
Annalee & Timothy Tardiff
Anonymous
Geralyn Tierney
Dina & Joseph Troiani, in 

memory of Domenic Tringale
Lisa Vahey, in memory of Ruth 

Apfelbaum
Barbara & Jerry Wise, in 

memory of Burton Peck
Anonymous

FRIEND (UP TO $50)

Liya & Edward Alekseyev
India Arnold
Steve Ascher
Beverly Bernson
Barbara Bix
Nohemy & Rich Briere
Terry Bromfield, in memory of 

Ed Bromfield
Anne & Ned Canty
Zak Attenborough & Steve 

Chaffee
Amy Cody, in memory of Mary 

Cody
Jacqueline Colby
Philip Daley

Janet DeSimone, in memory of 
Bob DeSimone

Margaret Droll
Fidela Feinstein
Muire Flynn
Margery Freedman
Joanne Fuentes
Virginia Gennette, in honor of 

Simon Lau
Adele Hoffman
Joyce & William Hollman, in 

honor of Fiora Houghteling
Fiora Houghteling
Anonymous
Liz Kirsch
Suzanne & David Knipe, in 

memory of Dominic Precopio
Simon Lau
Iolanda Low
Claire McBrine, in honor of 

Jeanne Strickland
Dennis McCrory
Anne McKinnon
Wilfredo Pimental
Pamela & Paul Platten
Mona Sacks
Daniel Sheingold
Marina Shtykova
John Stella
Rochelle Stephenson, in 

memory of John Stephenson
Gail Stern, in honor of Weeks 

House staff
Parviz Tehrani
Lucille Tringale, in memory of 

Domenic Tringale
Loren Uecker
Cory & Ed Wegielewski
Glenna & Charles Weiss
Marissa Wheeler

We hope this list is complete and correct, 
and sincerely regret any omissions or errors.

COMMUNITY EVENT 
RAFFLE ITEM DONORS

Davio’s Northern Italian 
Steakhouse

Drumlin Farms Wildlife 
Sanctuary

Farmstead Table
Huntington Theatre 

Company
Institute of Contemporary 

Art / Boston
Isabella Stewart Gardner 

Museum
June Lion
Launch Trampoline Park
Learning Express
Lee’s Burgers
New Art Center 

Newtonville
New England Aquarium
Newtonville Books
Puzzle Break
Rancatore’s
Sandwich Works
Star Market/Shaw’s

Special thanks to Vantage Graphics 
for printing the Event Program.



Properties Developed and Managed by NCDF

425 Watertown Street  •  Suite 205  •  Newton MA 02458

Tel 617-244-4035  •  Fax 617-244-2160  •  TDD 800-439-2370

Newton 
Community 
Development 
Foundation

Main Office
425 Watertown Street, Suite 205
Newton, MA 02458
Tel: 617-244-4035
Fax: 617-244-2160
TDD: 800-439-2370
info@ncdfinc.org

Resident Services and ADA 
Coordinator’s Office
c/o The John W. Weeks House
7 Hereward Road
Newton Centre, MA 02459
Tel: 617-467-3052
Fax: 617-964-0553
TDD: 800-439-2370
residentservices@ncdfinc.org

Visit our website at
www.ncdfinc.org

Casselman House
195 Sumner Street

Newton Centre, MA 02459

Tel: 617-964-8647

Fax: 617-332-2916

casselmanhouse@ncdfinc.org

Houghton Village
27–80 Hamlet Street

Newton Centre, MA 02459

Tel: 617-244-5196

Fax: 617-928-1281

houghtonvillage@ncdfinc.org

Warren House 
1600 Washington Street

West Newton, MA 02465

Tel: 617-527-6616

Fax: 617-558-7044

warrenhouse@ncdfinc.org

The John W. Weeks House
7 Hereward Road

Newton Centre, MA 02459

Tel: 617-964-8644

Fax: 617-964-0553

weekshouse@ncdfinc.org

The Homes at 
Auburndale Yard 
32-50 Pine Street

West Newton, MA 02465

Boylston Street
Newton Highlands, MA 02461
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